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deputies by courtesy of the Yacht Club at San
Stefano during the April emeute. The accommoda-
tion for visitors and the press was of the meanest.
Needless to say, Turkish ladies have no place in
the House, and the presence of a woman in the
diplomatic box occasionally strikes a strange note
of incongruity in the assembly. The majority
of deputies attend in frock coats, always with the
red fez of the country on their heads, but a few
are in robes and turbans, lending variety and
colour to the company. The speaker mounts
the tribune. The reporters apparently have no
shorthand, but are directed as elsewhere, by a
conductor, who sets each at work in rotation.
The following account from contemporary
reports of the memorable sittings of Saturday
and Sunday, February 13 and 14, 1909, on the
occasion of the downfall of Kiamil Pacha, will
give some idea of the procedure, but it is first
necessary to give in a few words the circumstances
which led to the Ministerial crisis in which the
aged statesman was involved.
KiamiTs own version of the affair was that he
had detected a plot to seize Abd-ul-Hamid at
the Selamlik of February 12, and to put his
cousin Yussuf Izeddm in his place. I was at
that Selamlik, and, for the last time, saw Kiamil
in the royal carriage, facing his master. There
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